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The Critical Ecosystem Partnership
Fund (CEPF) is a joint initiative of
Conservation International, the
Global Environment Facility, the
Government of Japan, the MacArthur
Foundation, L'Agence Française de
Développement and the World Bank.
A fundamental goal of CEPF is to
ensure civil society is engaged in
biodiversity conservation.

The political and geographic
designations shown on this map do
not imply the expression of any
opinion on behalf of CEPF or any of
its partners concerning the legal
status or deliniation of the frontiers of
any country, territory or area.

* Terrestrial key biodiversity areas (KBAs) incorporate 
   management data and are delineated as discrete 
   sites for implementing conservation action; freshwater 
   KBAs often include within their boundaries both 
   focal areas for habitat conservation and wider 
   watersheds or catchment areas.† selection based upon location and includes IUCN 
   Categories Ia, Ib, II-VI

data:
Alliance for Zero Extinction (AZE)
BirdLife International
Conservation International
IUCN Freshwater Biodiversity Unit
VMap0, NGA
WDPA, 2011
K.Koenig - Cartographer
© May 2012,  CI Maps
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Biodiversity hotspots are regions
that harbor especially high
numbers of endemic species and,
at the same time, have been
significantly affected by human
activities. Each hotspot faces
extreme threats and has already
lost at least 70 percent of its
original natural vegetation. Over
50 percent of the world’s plant
species and 42 percent of all
terrestrial vertebrate species are
endemic to the biodiversity
hotspots, making them urgent
priorities for biodiversity
conservation at a global scale.
Scientists have identified 35 such
areas around the world, providing
a basis for global prioritization of
conservation investments.
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Harare

Mozambique
 fwMOZ1   Lake Malawi, Mozambique
Rwanda
 fwRWA1   Kibira National Park
                       Catchment, Rwanda
 fwRWA2   Lake Bulera and Luhundo
 fwRWA3   Lake Kivu, Rwanda
 fwRWA4   Rusizi River, Rwanda
Tanzania
  fwTZA1   Kalambo River and the Ufipa 
                        Plateau, Tanzania
  fwTZA2   Kimani River
  fwTZA3   Kipengere Range
  fwTZA4   Lake Chala and Lake Jipe 
                        Catchments, Tanzania
  fwTZA5   Lake Tanganyika, Tanzania
  fwTZA6   Lufirio
  fwTZA7   Luiche River System
  fwTZA8   Malagarasi River System
  fwTZA9   Rufugu River System
fwTZA10   Ruhuhu
fwTZA11   Udzungwa Mountains Catchment
fwTZA12   Uluguru Mountains Catchment
Uganda
  fwUGA1   Lake Albert, Uganda
  fwUGA2   Lake Edward, Uganda
  fwUGA3   Mount Elgon Catchment, Uganda
  fwUGA4   Queen Elizabeth National Park and 
                        Lake George Catchment
  fwUGA5   Semiliki National Park Catchement
  fwUGA6   Virunga National Park and 
                        Rutshuru, Uganda
Zambia
  fwZMB1   Kalambo River and the Ufipa 
                        Plateau, Zambia
  fwZMB2   Lake Tanganyika, Zambia

The Eastern Afromontane Biodiversity Hotspot
stretches over a curving arc of widely scattered
but biogeographically similar mountains. It covers
an area of more than 1 million square kilometers
running over a distance of more than 7,000
kilometers. The hotspot is remarkable for both its
high level of biological diversity and the life-
sustaining systems it maintains for millions
of people. Characterized by a series of montane
"islands" (including the highest peaks in Africa
and Arabia) and extensive plateaus, the hotspot
is home to several ecoregions. They include the
East African Montane Forests, Southern Rift
Montane Forest-Grassland mosaic, the Albertine
Rift and the Ethiopian Montane Grasslands and
Woodlands, as well as the ecoregions of the
Southern Montane "islands" in Malawi,
Zimbabwe and Mozambique. The result is a
region suitable for a wide range of vegetation
types, with an estimated 7,600 plant species,
of which at least 2,350 are endemic, or unique,
to the region.
Being so geographically vast, the Hotspot can be
split into four regions from north to south:  the
Arabian Peninsula, the Ethiopian Highlands, the
Albertine Rift, and the Eastern Arc and Southern
Highlands (including the Kenyan and northern
Tanzanian volcanic mountains).
This map depicts geographic priorities for
conservation in the Hotspot, showing key
biodiversity areas (site-level outcomes) to be
protected and corridors (landscape-level
outcomes) to be consolidated in order to

prevent biodiversity loss. Key biodiversity areas
(KBAs) are sites that are globally significant for
biodiversity conservation and are considered
actually or potentially manageable for
conservation. KBAs contain species that require
site-scale conservation to prevent extinction
within the next generation:  globally threatened
species, restricted-range species, and globally
significant congregations of species. Corridors
are interconnected landscapes of sites, anchored
on KBAs, with the rest of the conservation
corridor comprising either areas that have the
potential to become part of an existing KBA
(through management or restoration) or areas
that contribute to the ability of the conservation
corridor to support all elements of biodiversity in
the long term.
In 2011, a team led by BirdLife International and
Conservation International consulted more than
200 stakeholders from civil society, government,
and donor institutions to gather and synthesize
data on biodiversity, socioeconomic and
institutional context, climate change, ecosystem
services, and ongoing and planned conservation
investments in the 15 countries in the hotspot.
This team identified 261 terrestrial KBAs, 49
freshwater KBAs, and 14 corridors, which include
representative elements of the Hotspot’s 2,350
endemic plant species, 157 endemic bird
species, 90 endemic reptile species, 100
endemic mammal species, 100 endemic
amphibian species, and 181 globally threatened
freshwater fish species.

In order to match the level of funding available
from CEPF with a concomitant geographic
scope, CEPF and the consulted stakeholders
prioritized 36 terrestrial sites, five freshwater
sites, and six corridors.  The terrestrial sites
represent 5.5 million hectares, or 18 percent of
the total KBA area and 5.5 percent of the total
surface of the Hotspot.  Criteria used to prioritize
these targets include:  number of globally
threatened species, presence of threatened
habitat types, resilience to climate change, status
of protection, provision of ecosystem services,
threats, and opportunities for conservation
action.
CEPF’s niche in the Eastern Afromontane
Hotspot is to support civil society to apply
innovative approaches to conservation in under-
capacitated and underfunded protected areas,
key biodiversity areas, and priority corridors;
thereby enabling changes in policy and building
resilience in the region’s ecosystems and
economy to sustain biodiversity in the long term.
The specific strategic directions and investment
priorities for the hotspot can be found in the
ecosystem profile available at www.cepf.net.

Key Biodiversity Areas in the Eastern Afromontane Hotspot

Freshwater Key Biodiversity Areas
* denotes CEPF priority
Burundi
    fwBDI1   Kibira National Park 
                        Catchment, Burundi
    fwBDI2   Lake Tanganyika, Burundi
    fwBDI3   Rusizi River, Burundi
Democratic Republic of Congo
  fwCOD1   Lake Albert, DRC
  fwCOD2   Lake Edward, DRC
  fwCOD3   Lake Kivu, DRC
  fwCOD4   Lake Tanganyika, DRC
  fwCOD5   Lukuga River System
  fwCOD6   Marunga Highlands Tributaries
  fwCOD7   Mont Mugila Rivers
  fwCOD8   Rusizi River, DRC
  fwCOD9   Tanganyika Lakeshore and 
                        Mount Kabobo Tributaries
fwCOD10   Tanganyika Lakeshore and Itombwe 
                        Mountains Tributaries
fwCOD11   Virunga National Park and 
                        Rutshuru, DRC
Ethiopia
   fwETH1   Abbay (Blue Nile)
   fwETH2   Fogera Plains Catchment
   fwETH3   Lake Ashenge Catchment
   fwETH4   Lake Tana
Kenya
   fwKEN1   Lake Chala and Lake Jipe 
                        Catchments, Kenya
   fwKEN2   Lake Nakuru
   fwKEN3   Mount Elgon Catchment, 
                        Kenya
Malawi
   fwMWI1   Lake Malawi, Malawi
   fwMWI2   Ntichisi Mountain Catchment
   fwMWI3   Nyika Plateau
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Biodiversity Conservation Corridors
* denotes CEPF priority
  1   Arabian Peninsula Highlands
  2   Bale Mountains
  3   Chimanimani—Nyanga Mountains
  4   Greater Mahale Landscape
  5   Greater Virunga—Murchison 
            Landscape
  6   Itombwe—Nyungwe Landscape
  7   Kaffa—Yayu Coffee Biosphere 
            Reserve
  8   Kilimanjaro—Meru—North Pare 
            Mountains
  9   Lake Tana Catchment
10   Mount Kabobo—Margungu Highlands
11   Mount Kenya—Aberdare Mountains
12   Northern Lake Nyassa Catchments
13   Udzungwa—Uluguru Mountains
14   Usambara—South Pare Mountains
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Burundi
    BDI1   Bururi Forest Nature Reserve
    BDI2   Kibira National Park
    BDI3   Mukungu-Rukamabasi
    BDI4   Nyamugari
    BDI5   Rusizi National Park
  
Democratic Republic of the Congo
  COD1   Forests west of Lake Edward
  COD2   Ijdwi Island (Lake Kivu) 
  COD3   Iranagi Forest
  COD4   Itombwe Mountains
  COD5   Kahuzi-Biega National Park
  COD6   Lendu Plateau
  COD7   Luama–Katanga–Mount Kabobo
  COD8   Marungu Highlands
  COD9   Mount Hoyo Reserve
COD10   Rutshuru
COD11   Virunga National Park
Eritrea
    ERI1   Arboroba Escarpment
    ERI2   Asmara Escarpment
    ERI3   Central Plateau—Keren
    ERI4   Ghinda
    ERI5   Mareb Escarpment
    ERI6   Semenawi Bahri
    ERI7   Senafe
    ERI8   Southern Plateau: Furrus
    ERI9   Yob Wildlife Reserve
Ethiopia
   ETH1   Abijatta—Shalla Lakes National Park
   ETH2   Akaki — Aba-Samuel Wetlands
   ETH3   Aliyu Amba—Dulecha
   ETH4   Alledeghi Wildlife Reserve
   ETH5   Anferara Forests
   ETH6   Ankober—Debre Sina Escarpment
   ETH7   Assimba Natural Forest
   ETH8   Awash National Park
   ETH9   Awi Zone
ETH10   Bahir Dar—Lake Tana
ETH11   Bale Mountains National Park
ETH12   Belete-Gera Forest
ETH13   Berga Floodplain
ETH14   Bishoftu Lake
ETH15   Bonga Forest
ETH16   Borana-Saynt
ETH17   Boyo Wetland
ETH18   Chebera Chorchora National Park
ETH19   Chelekleka Lake and Swamp
ETH20   Chilimo-Gaji Forest
ETH21   Choke Mountains
ETH22   Deme-Laha
ETH23   Dessaa Forest
ETH24   Dilu Meda (Tefki)
ETH25   Dindin-Arba Gugu
ETH26   Eastern Hararghe (Bisdimo-Babile)
ETH27   Entoto Natural Park
ETH28   Finchaa and Chomen Swamps
ETH29   Fogera Plains
ETH30   Gara Muleta
ETH31   Gedo Forest
ETH32   Gefersa Reservoir
ETH33   Genale River
ETH34   Godere Forest
ETH35   Green Lake
ETH36   Guassa Plateau
ETH37   Gudo Plain
ETH38   Gughe Mountains
ETH39   Harena-Kokosa
ETH40   Hugumburda Grat-Kahsu Forests
ETH41   Jello Muktar
ETH42   Jemma and Jara Valleys
ETH43   Jibat Forest
ETH44   Koffe Swamp
ETH45   Koffole (Arsi)
ETH46   Koka Dam and Lake Gelila
ETH47   Konso-Segen
ETH48   Kubayu Forest
ETH49   Lake Ashenge
ETH50   Lake Awassa
ETH51   Lake Langano
ETH52   Lake Zeway
ETH53   Liben Plains
ETH54   Little Abbai River
ETH55   Mankubsa—Welenso Forest
ETH56   Mega Mountains
ETH57   Mena-Angetu Forest
ETH58   Menagesha State Forest
ETH59   Mid-Abbay (Blue Nile) River Basin
ETH60   Mount Abune Yosef
ETH61   Mount Guna
ETH62   Mount Zuquala
ETH63   Mugo Highlands
ETH64   Nechisar National Park
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ETH65   Omo National Park
ETH66   Qafta-Shiraro National Park
ETH67   Shako Forest
ETH68   Shek Husein
ETH69   Sheka Forest (Metu-Gore-Tepi)
ETH70   Shire Lowlands in the Tekeze Valley
ETH71   Sigmo-Geba Forest
ETH72   Simien Mountains National Park
ETH73   Sof Omar
ETH74   Sululta Plain
ETH75   Tiro-Boter-Becho Forest
ETH76   Wadela (Wadila)
ETH77   Yabello Sanctuary
ETH78   Yayu Coffee Forest Biosphere Reserve
ETH79   Yegof Forest
Kenya
  KEN1   Aberdare Mountains
  KEN2   Cherangani Hills
  KEN3   Chyulu Hills
  KEN4   Kianyaga Valleys
  KEN5   Kikuyu Escarpment Forest
  KEN6   Kinangop Grasslands
  KEN7   Laikipia National Reserve
  KEN8   Lake Bogoria National Reserve
  KEN9   Lake Ol' Bolossat
KEN10   Marsabit
KEN11   Masai Mara
KEN12   Mathews Range
KEN13   Mau Forest Complex
KEN14   Mau Narok—Molo Grasslands
KEN15   Mount Elgon, Kenya
KEN16   Mount Kenya
KEN17   Mount Kulal Forest
KEN18   Mount Nyiru
KEN19   Mukurweini Valleys
KEN20   Ol Jogi Rhinoceros S Private Reserve
KEN21   South Nandi Forest
KEN22   South Nguruman
KEN23   Taita Hills Forests
Malawi
  MWI1   Dedza Forest Reserve
  MWI2   Misuku Hills Forest Reserves 
                    (including Mugesse)
  MWI3   Mount Mulanje Forest Reserve
  MWI4   Mtangatanga and Perekezi 
                    Forest Reserves
  MWI5   Ntichisi Mountain Forest Reserve
  MWI6   Nyika National Park, Malawi
  MWI7   Soche Mountain Forest Reserve
  MWI8   South Viphya Forest Reserve
  MWI9   Uzumara Forest Reserve
MWI10   Zomba Mountains
Mozambique
  MOZ1   Chimanimani Mountains, Mozambique
  MOZ2   Gorongosa Mountain
  MOZ3   Mount Chiperone
  MOZ4   Mount Mabu
  MOZ5   Mount Morrumbala
  MOZ6   Mount Namuli
  
Rwanda
  RWA1   Cyamudongo Forest
  RWA2   Gishwati
  RWA3   Mukura Reserve
  RWA4   Nyungwe National Park
  RWA5   Rugezi Marsh
  RWA6   Volcans National Park
  
Saudi Arabia
  SAU1   An-Namas Highlands
  SAU2   Asir National Park
  SAU3   Hima al-Hamid
  SAU4   Hima Bani Sar
  SAU5   Hima Quraysh
  SAU6   Hima Thmalah
  SAU7   Jabal al-Qahar—Lejib Gorge
  SAU8   Jabal Faifa
  SAU9   Jabal Jandaf—Wadi Turj
SAU10   Jabal Radwa
SAU11   Jabal Sawda
SAU12   Jabal Shada
SAU13   Jabal Uthrub—al-Fawqa
SAU14   Jabal Wirqan
SAU15   Najran Mountains
SAU16   Raydah Escarpment
SAU17   Shallal ad-Dahna
SAU18   Taif Escarpment
SAU19   Tannumah
SAU20   Wadi Turabah and Jabal Ibrahim
South Sudan
  SSD1   Imatong Mountains
  SSD2   Kidepo                       
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protected area†Virunga

town (national capitals underlined)Lilongwe

ZMB1

TZA19

ETH36

Tanzania
  TZA1   Arusha National Park 
                    (Arusha and Mount Meru)
  TZA2   Bulogwa
  TZA3   Chala Hills
  TZA4   East Usambara Mountains
  TZA5   Eluanata Dam
  TZA6   Gombe
  TZA7   Greater Mahale
  TZA8   Iringa
  TZA9   Kiboriani Mountains
TZA10   Kitulo Plateau
TZA11   Livingstone Mountains Forests
TZA12   Lyango Hill Forest Reserve (Mbizi)
TZA13   Mahenge Mountains
TZA14   Mbeya Range
TZA15   Mount Hanang
TZA16   Mount Kilimanjaro
TZA17   Mount Rungwe
TZA18   Mount Ufiome
TZA19   Ngorongoro Conservation Area
TZA20   Nguru Mountains
TZA21   Njombe Forests
TZA22   North Pare Mountains
TZA23   Proto Ridge
TZA24   Rubeho Mountains
TZA25   South Pare Mountains
TZA26   Udzungwa Mountains
TZA27   Ufipa Plateau—Loazi
TZA28   Ukaguru Mountains
TZA29   Uluguru Mountains
TZA30   Umalila Mountains
TZA31   West Usambara Mountains
Uganda
  UGA1   Budongo Forest Reserve
  UGA2   Bugoma Central Forest Reserve
  UGA3   Bugungu Wildlife Reserve
  UGA4   Bwindi Impenetrable National Park
  UGA5   Echuya Forest Reserve
  UGA6   Itwara
  UGA7   Kagombe Forest Reserve
  UGA8   Kalinzu Forest Reserve
  UGA9   Karuma
UGA10   Kasyoha-Kitomi Forest Reserve
UGA11   Kibale National Park
UGA12   Kidepo Valley National Park
UGA13   Kyambura Wildlife Reserve
UGA14   Mafuga Forest Reserve
UGA15   Matiri Forest Reserve
UGA16   Mgahinga Gorilla National Park
UGA17   Mount Elgon, Uganda
UGA18   Mount Kadam
UGA19   Mount Moroto Forest Reserve
UGA20   Murchison Falls National Park
UGA21   Nyamuriro Swamp
UGA22   Queen Elizabeth National Park 
                    and Lake George
UGA23   Rwenzori Mountains National Park
UGA24   Semiliki National Park
UGA25   Semiliki Reserve
Yemen
  YEM1   Hajjah Mountains
  YEM2   Haraz Mountains
  YEM3   High Mountains of Ibb
  YEM4   Hujjariyah
  YEM5   Jabal al-Lawz—Jabal Madhbur
  YEM6   Jabal al-Nabi Shuayb
  YEM7   Jabal Bura
  YEM8   Jabal Dawran
  YEM9   Jabal Habashi
YEM10   Jabal Iraf
YEM11   Jabal Marran
YEM12   Jabal Milhan
YEM13   Jabal Raymah
YEM14   Jabal Razih
YEM15   Jabal Sabir
YEM16   Jabal Sawraq
YEM17   Jabal Sumarah
YEM18   Kawkaban—Shibam
YEM19   Mafraq al-Mukha
YEM20   Mahwit
YEM21   Shaharah
YEM22   Ta'izz Wadis
YEM23   Udayn
YEM24   Wadi al-Birayn
Zambia
  ZMB1   Mafinga Hills
  ZMB2   Mweru Wantipa National Park
  ZMB3   Nyika National Park, Zambia
  ZMB4   Sumbu National Park and Tondwa 
                    Game Management Area
  
Zimbabwe
  ZWE1   Banti Forest Reserve
  ZWE2   Chimanimani Mountains, Zimbabwe
  ZWE3   Chirinda Forest
  ZWE4   Nyanga Mountains
  ZWE5   Stapleford Forest
  ZWE6   Vumba Highlands
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